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ABOUT THE OLIVER HILL/SAMUEL TUCKER PRE-LAW INSTITUTE

In 2000, the Virginia State Bar formed the Millennium Diversity Initiative (MDI).  One of the missions of
the MDI is to provide students with a comprehensive and positive introduction to the judicial system, and
was birthed from a recognized need for diversity in the legal profession.  Although a disproportionate
number of minorities are affected by the criminal justice system, the membership of the bar is not
proportionately comprised of minority members.  Therefore, we initiated the Oliver Hill/Samuel Tucker
Pre-law Institute (Institute).  Named for legendary civil rights attorneys Oliver Hill and Samuel Tucker,
the Institute reaches future lawyers at an early age to provide them with exposure and opportunity to
explore the legal profession, all at no cost to the participants.

For one week, students are introduced to the legal profession by living on a college campus and attending
a number of mock classes (complete with overnight reading assignments) and seminars on career
opportunities in the law, test taking strategies, and the college admissions process.  The students meet
with law school professors, judges, guest lecturers, and state and local bar association members.  The
Institute also includes a field trip to the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit to meet with
the Honorable Roger L. Gregory, the first African American to be appointed to that court.  At the end of
the week, the students participate in a mock trial based on pre-written trial materials used in national trial
competitions.  The Institute culminates in a graduation banquet where a prominent African American
member of the bar is the featured speaker.


