2007 OLIVERHILL/SAMUEL TUCKERPRELAW INSTITUTE

Applications for the 2008 Oliver
Hill/Samuel Tucker Pre-Law Institute will
be available on this website

February 15, 2008



ABOUT THE OLIVER HiLL/SAMUEL TUCKER PRE-LAW INSTITUTE

In 2000,the Virginia StateBar formedthe Millennium Diversity Initiative (MDI). Oneof the missionsof
the MDI is to providestudentswith a comprehensivand positiveintroductionto the judicial system,and
was birthed from a recognizedneedfor diversity in the legal profession. Although a disproportionate
numberof minorities are affectedby the criminal justice system,the membershipof the bar is not
proportionatelycomprisedof minority members. Therefore we initiated the Oliver Hill/Samuel Tucker
Pre-lawInstitute (Institute). Namedfor legendarycivil rights attorneysOliver Hill and SamuelTucker,
the Institute reacheduture lawyersat an early ageto provide themwith exposureand opportunityto
explore the legal profession, all at no cost to the participants.

For oneweek,studentsareintroducedto the legal professiorby living on a collegecampusandattending
a numberof mock classes(completewith overnight reading assignmentsind seminarson career
opportunitiesin the law, testtaking strategiesand the college admissiongprocess. The studentsmeet
with law schoolprofessorsjudges,guestlecturers,and stateand local bar associatiormembers. The
Institutealsoincludesa field trip to the United StatesCourt of Appealsfor the FourthCircuit to meetwith

the HonorableRogerL. Gregory,the first African Americanto be appointecdto thatcourt. At the endof

the week, the studentarticipatein a mocktrial basedon pre-writtentrial materialsusedin nationaltrial

competitions. The Institute culminatesin a graduationbanquetwherea prominentAfrican American
member of the bar is the featured speaker.



